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PRESS CLIPPING  
Swiss Pavilion Ground-breaking Ceremony on March 19, 2024 
 
 

[Press Event, Conference] 
Ground-breaking Ceremony was held on March 19, 2024, starting at 10:30 a.m. at the Swiss 
Pavilion site of the EXPO 2025. 
5 TVs participants: The Japan Broadcasting Corporation (NHK), KBS Kyoto, ABC TV, 
Kansai TV, TV Osaka 
 
Press Conference was held on March 19, 2024, starting at 14:00 p.m. at the Consulate of 
Switzerland in Osaka, Swissnex in Japan. 
Participants: 45 Journalists (6 TVs, 1 News Agency, 18 Newspapers, 1 Web media)  
 
[Press Kit] 
https://bit.ly/4c8glMh 
 
House of Switzerland 
https://www.swisspavilion.org/ 
 
Swiss Pavilion  
swisspavilion.org 
 
Vitality.Swiss 
https://vitality.swiss/jp/articles/2024/swiss-pavilion-groundbreaking 
 
Embassy of Switzerland in Japan 
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/japan/en/home/news/news.html/content/countries/japan/
en/meta/news/2024/3/swiss-pavilion-groundbreaking 
https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/japan/ja/home/news/news.html/content/countries/japan/j
a/meta/news/2024/3/swiss-pavilion-groundbreaking 
 
PR Agency: Full House  
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https://www.eda.admin.ch/countries/japan/ja/home/news/news.html/content/countries/japan/ja/meta/news/2024/3/swiss-pavilion-groundbreaking
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6 TV Reports 
 
 
 
1.  19.03.2024 TVO TV Osaka, Yasashi News (16:29 – 16:54 p.m.) 
 
Lightweight and environmentally friendly pavilions 
The main theme of the Swiss Pavilion, which was given the go-ahead for construction last 
month and its groundbreaking ceremony taking place this morning, is 'Planet, Life and 
Augmented Human’. The building design consists of six spheres, which will be decorated with 
paper cut-outs and soap bubbles. Inside the spheres is a bar where visitors can experience 
the world of Heidi, enjoy Swiss cuisine and have the chance to meet Heidi. The materials used 
for the construction are planned to be reused for furniture after the Expo.  
 
Keywords: Consulate-General of Switzerland in Osaka / Expo / Switzerland / Kita-ku (Osaka) 
/ Yumeshima (Osaka) / Heidi / Manuel Salchli 
 
https://www.tv-osaka.co.jp/news/52846/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.tv-osaka.co.jp/news/52846/
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2.  19.03.2024 ABC WEBNEWS, Okaeri News (15:40 – 19:00 p.m.) 
 
Today's News - Traditional music and Heidi  
Switzerland held a groundbreaking ceremony for a pavilion at the EXPO 2025 Osaka, 
Kansai. The theme of the pavilion will be environment and artificial intelligence, and visitors 
will be able to meet "Heidi, Girl of the Alps" in the bar. The Irish Pavilion will feature daily live 
performances of traditional music.  
 
Keywords: Yumeshima (Osaka) / Ireland / Kita-ku (Osaka) / Heidi, Girl of the Alps / 
Switzerland / Osaka-Kansai Expo 
https://www.asahi.co.jp/webnews/pages/abc_24705.html 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.asahi.co.jp/webnews/pages/abc_24705.html
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3.  19.03.2024 Kansai TV, News Runner (16:45 – 19:00 p.m.) 
 
Expo 'Meet Heidi' Swiss Pavilion Groundbreaking Ceremony 
A groundbreaking ceremony was held by Switzerland, which is building its own pavilion at the 
EXPO 2025 Osaka, Kansai. Switzerland plans to build the lightest pavilion ever made of 
synthetic resin and is planning a "Meet Heidi Bar" on the roof. The Swiss officials say they will 
be able to complete the pavilion in time for the exposition. Meanwhile, Mr. Matsumoto, 
chairman of the Kansai Economic Federation, has complained that there have been many 
negative reports about the Expo and expressed his dissatisfaction with the Exposition 
Association's dissemination of information. 
  
Keywords: Osaka-Kansai Expo / Konohana Ward (Osaka) / Matsumoto, Chairman / Kansai 
Economic Federation / Exposition Association / Yumeshima 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4.  19.03.2024 MBS Mainichi, 4 Channel TV (15:40 – 19:00 p.m.) 
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Swiss Pavilion at EXPO announced 
The Swiss Pavilion at the EXPO 2025 Osaka, Kansai has been announced. The Swiss 
Pavilion is being considered for reuse as furniture after the Expo.  
 
Keywords: Osaka-Kansai Expo / Kita Ward, Osaka 
 
https://www.mbs.jp/news/feature/expo2025/article/2024/03/099722.shtml  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OEZk1p0-uo  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  19.03.2024 NHK, Hotto Kansai (18:00 – 19:00 p.m.)  

https://www.mbs.jp/news/feature/expo2025/article/2024/03/099722.shtml
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OEZk1p0-uo


  
 

6/29 

Vitality.Swiss Press Clipping 
 
 

6. 19.03.2024 NHK, News 845 (20:45 – 21:00 p.m.)  
 
Unique Swiss Pavilion breaks ground 
 
Switzerland held a groundbreaking ceremony in Yumeshima, Osaka. Manuel Salchli said that 
he was happy to start the construction of the pavilion. The pavilion represents molecules, cells 
and energy, and the construction materials include light, recyclable materials, etc. Work on the 
main building will be completed in October, with the interior to be completed by the end of 
February next year.  
 
Key words: Yumeshima (Osaka) / Japan International Expo 2025 / Manuel Salchli 
 
https://www3.nhk.or.jp/kansai-news/20240319/2000082892.html 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www3.nhk.or.jp/kansai-news/20240319/2000082892.html
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12 Newspapers, printed and digital  
 
1. 19.03.2024 Denpa Shimbun, digital 
https://dempa-digital.com/article/538834 
 
2. 20.03.2024 Denpa Shimbun, printed  
 
Expo Pavilion Presentation at the Swiss Consulate 
The Swiss government held a presentation of its own pavilion at the Swiss Consulate in Kita-
ku, Osaka, on January19. This was the second time that the Swiss government had explained 
its pavilion, following last year. The groundbreaking ceremony was completed in the morning 
of the same day, and the government once again made clear its thoughts on its approach to 
the World Expo. 
 
The Swiss government was represented by Ambassador Andreas Baum, Manuel Salchli, 
government representative, Andy Böckli, CEO of the construction company NÜSSLI, and 
Atsuko Hirooka, Executive Liaison Director of the Japan Association for the International 
Expositions, as guests of honor. 
 
Ambassador Baum said: “Switzerland and Japan have been at peace on a common ground. 
Moreover, Japan is an important partner in the promotion of science and academia in Asia. 
We would like to showcase Swiss innovations at this exhibition”. 
 
On the construction side, CEO Böckli, explained the company's experience in building 
pavilions for the Expo: "Since 2000, we have built 54 Swiss pavilions, including Expos and 
specialized exhibitions. In addition to Switzerland, the company has received orders for 
pavilions from four other countries: Austria, Kuwait, and Uzbekistan”. CEO Böckli expressed 
his opinion on the possibility of receiving orders from other countries, saying that the company 
is still capable of handling partial construction. 
 
According to Manuel Salchli, the pavilion is expected to receive 1.5 million visitors during the 
exhibition period, with construction costs of CHF 19.4 million (approximately 3.3 billion yen) 
and employment of approximately 40 Swiss and Japanese people in total.  
 

https://dempa-digital.com/article/538834


  
 

8/29 

Vitality.Swiss Press Clipping 
 
 

 



  
 

9/29 

Vitality.Swiss Press Clipping 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

10/29 

Vitality.Swiss Press Clipping 
 
 

3. 19.03.2024 Mainichi Shimbun, digital  
 
Groundbreaking ceremony for 'lightest' pavilion with reduced environmental impact, 
Expo site, Switzerland 
https://mainichi.jp/articles/20240319/k00/00m/040/420000c 
 
Switzerland, which will participate in the EXPO 2025 Osaka, Kansai, held a groundbreaking 
ceremony on March 19 for its pavilion on Yumeshima, an artificial island in Konohana-ku, 
Osaka City, where the Expo will be held. A presentation was then held at the Swiss Consulate 
in Osaka in the city's Kita Ward. 
 
The centerpiece of the design is four large spheres, which are made of a special membrane 
to reduce weight. It is said to have a low environmental impact and can be reused as furniture 
material after the Expo. The program and exhibitions during the Expo will present the three 
main themes of 'Human Expansion', 'Life' and 'Earth' in turn every two months. 
 
Government representative Manuel Salchli stated that the pavilion is the lightest ever built by 
Switzerland for an Expo, and stressed that the project is proceeding according to plan, with no 
changes to the design or budget despite rising costs. 
 
The construction work has been awarded to the country's construction company NÜSSLI. The 
construction of the building part is expected to be completed by October this year, and the 
interior by the end of February next year. 
 

 

https://mainichi.jp/articles/20240319/k00/00m/040/420000c
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4. 20.03.2024 Nikkan Kensetsu Kogyo Shimbun, printed  
 
Groundbreaking of Swiss Pavilion, Magic Sphere of Innovation, Expo 2025 Osaka, 
Kansai 
 
Swiss Pavilion Groundbreaking - Magic Sphere of Innovation 
 
On January 19, the Swiss government broke ground on a pavilion designed and built by the 
country itself that will be part of Expo 2025. The pavilion, called the "Magic Sphere of Swiss 
Innovation", will consist of five membrane spheres of different sizes and a rectangular office 
area joined by a food and beverage area for the Hankyu Corps. It aims to be the lightest 
pavilion at the Expo in which Switzerland will participate. The design, construction and 
demolition will be handled by the country's construction company NÜSSLI, which specializes 
in the construction of expo facilities, with Tekken Construction also responsible for the 
construction. 
 
The Swiss Pavilion will be located on an 890 square meter site in the southeastern part of the 
Expo site, inside the large roof ring. 
 
Under the theme 'Innovative Switzerland', it will feature exhibits on life and the planet, as well 
as on augmented human technology through robotics and AI. A space will be created where 
visitors can experience the 'magic' required for innovation. 
 
The design and construction will be carried out by a Swiss company team consisting of NÜSSLI, 
Manuel Herz Construction Office and the Bell-Platt Partners, who will design the pavilion. 
Landscape architect Robin Winogrond, Kyoto Institute of Technology and Studio AA-MORF 
will also participate. 
 
Ambassador Andreas Baum said: The groundbreaking ceremony in Yumeshima was a 
success. The Expo and the Swiss Pavilion will further strengthen the friendship between our 
two countries and promote solutions to global challenges. 
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5. 21.03.2024 Mainichi Shimbun, digital  
https://mainichi.jp/articles/20240321/ddl/k27/040/133000c 
 
6. 21.03.2024 Mainichi Shimbun, printed  
 
Special membranes used, weight reduction achieved - Groundbreaking ceremony for 
Swiss Pavilion  
 
Switzerland, which will participate at Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, held a groundbreaking 
ceremony on March 19 for its pavilion on Yumeshima, an artificial island in Konohana-ku, 
Osaka City, where the Expo will be held. A presentation was then held at the Swiss Consulate 
in Osaka in the city's Kita Ward. 
 
At the heart of the pavilion's design are four large spheres made of a special membrane to 
reduce weight. It is said to have a low environmental impact and can be reused as furniture 
material after the Expo. The program and exhibitions during the Expo will present the three 
main themes of 'Human Expansion', 'Life' and 'Earth' in turn every two months. 
 
Government representative Manuel Salchli stated that the pavilion is the lightest ever built by 
Switzerland for an Expo and stressed that the project is proceeding according to plan, with no 
changes to the design or budget despite rising costs. 
 
The construction work has been awarded to the country's construction company NÜSSLI. The 
construction of the building part is expected to be completed by October this year, and the 
interior by the end of February next year. 
 
 

 

https://mainichi.jp/articles/20240321/ddl/k27/040/133000c


  
 

14/29 

Vitality.Swiss Press Clipping 
 
 

 
 
 
 



  
 

15/29 

Vitality.Swiss Press Clipping 
 
 

7. 20.03.2024 Denpa Shimbun, digital 
 
Presentation of Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, expecting 1.5 million 
visitors 
https://dempa-digital.com/article/538849 
 
 
The Swiss government held a presentation of its own pavilion for the Expo 2025, Osaka, 
Kansai at the Swiss Consulate in Kita-ku, Osaka, on March 19. The groundbreaking 
ceremony was held the same morning. The presentation was attended by Swiss 
Ambassador Andreas Baum, Manuel Salchli, CEO of the country’s construction company 
NÜSSLI, and Atsuko Hirooka, Executive Liaison Director of the Japan Association for the 
International Expositions, as guests of honor. 
 
Manuel Salchli said, "We expect 1.5 million visitors during the exhibition and 1.5 million 
visitors from the general public during the exhibition period, with construction costs of CHF 
19.4 million (approximately 3.3 billion yen) and employment of approximately 40 Swiss and 
Japanese people in total.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://dempa-digital.com/article/538849
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8. 26.03.2024 Nikkan Sports, printed  
 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, additional overview announced 
 
The Swiss Confederation announced additional information about the Swiss Pavilion for the 
EXPO 2025 at the Swiss Consulate in Osaka on March 19. 
 
In his opening speech, Ambassador of Switzerland to Japan, Andreas Baum (third from left), 
said: "The Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai and the Swiss Pavilion are a great opportunity to 
further strengthen the friendship between our two countries and to promote co-creation and 
solutions to tackle together major challenges such as climate change, global health, ageing 
society and the need for digitalization. It will promote co-creation and solutions to tackle 
these challenges together". The three themes are ‘Life’, ‘Planet’, and ‘Augmented Human’. 
It consists of six spheres surrounded by plants and flowers and aims to be the lightest Swiss 
pavilion to date. 
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9. 26.03.2024 Kentsu News, digital  
https://www.kensetsunews.com/archives/939245 
 
10. 26.03.2024 Kentsu News, Tokyo edition, printed  
 
Breathing life into the venue / Construction of foreign pavilions starts one after 
another / Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai 
 
 

 
 

https://www.kensetsunews.com/archives/939245
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11. 21.03.2024 Kentsu News, digital  
https://www.kentsu.co.jp/webnews/html_top/240319700043.html 
 
12. 26.03.2024 Kentsu News, Osaka edition, printed  
 
Switzerland Announces details of pavilion content 
 
 
 

 

https://www.kentsu.co.jp/webnews/html_top/240319700043.html
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13. 27.03.2024 Denpa Shimbun, digital 
https://dempa-digital.com/article/540998 
 
14. 27.03.2024 Denpa Shimbun, printed  
 
Groundbreaking ceremonies for foreign pavilions at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, 14 
countries complete groundbreaking ceremonies. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://dempa-digital.com/article/540998
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70 Digital medias  
 
1. 19.03.2024 Yahoo! News, from TV Osaka 
Can we meet 'Heidi'? Presentation of Swiss and Irish pavilions at Osaka Kansai Expo 
 
2. 19.03.2024 d Menu News, from ABS Web news 
A bar where you can meet 'Heidi'! Swiss and Irish Expo pavilions announced 
 
3. 19.03.2024 goo News, from ABS Web news 
A bar where you can meet 'Heidi'! Swiss and Irish Expo pavilions announced 
 
4. 19.03.2024 infoseek News, from ABS Web news 
A bar where you can meet 'Heidi'! Swiss and Irish Expo pavilions announced 
 
5. 19.03.2024 MSN News, from ABS Web news 
A bar where you can meet 'Heidi'! Swiss and Irish Expo pavilions announced 
 
6. 19.03.2024 Yahoo! News, from ABS Web news 
A bar where you can meet 'Heidi'! Swiss and Irish Expo pavilions announced 
 

 
7. 19.03.2024  au Web Potal, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
8. 19.03.2024 d Menu News, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
9. 19.03.2024 goo News, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
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10. 19.03.2024 LINE News, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
11. 19.03.2024 MELLOW, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
12. 19.03.2024 MSN News, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
13. 19.03.2024 News is My Precious, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
14. 19.03.2024 TABINAVI, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
15. 19.03.2024 Workout and Rest, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
16. 19.03.2024 Yahoo! News, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
17. 19.03.2024 KAGUTSUCHI, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
18. 19.03.2024 Nordot, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
19. 19.03.2024 MediaLiteracy, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
20. 19.03.2024 Watashino Bungaku kan, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
21. 19.03.2024 Okayama CLIPS, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
22. 19.03.2024 Okinawa CLIPS, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
23. 19.03.2024 Gunma CLIPS, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
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24. 19.03.2024 Kanagawa CLIPS, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
25. 19.03.2024 Jinsei Koro, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
26. 19.03.2024 Oita CLIPS, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
27. 19.03.2024 Tenshukaku Shimbun, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
28. 19.03.2024 Shimane CLIPS, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
29. 19.03.2024 Kaze ga Yowaku Fuiteiru, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Groundbreaking ceremony for Switzerland's 'lightest pavilion' with plans for a 'bar 
where you can meet Heidi' on the roof 
 
30. 19.03.2024 d Menu News, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Swiss pavilion aims to be the lightest, weighing about 450kg, with themes such as 
'Life' and a 'Planet', and replacing exhibits every two months, including cheese and wine 
 
31. 19.03.2024 Goo News, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Swiss pavilion aims to be the lightest, weighing about 450kg, with themes such as 
'Life' and a 'Planet', and replacing exhibits every two months, including cheese and wine 
 
32. 19.03.2024 Infoseek News, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Swiss pavilion aims to be the lightest, weighing about 450kg, with themes such as 
'Life' and a 'Planet', and replacing exhibits every two months, including cheese and wine 
 
33. 19.03.2024 Yahoo! News, from Kansai TV 
Expo: Swiss pavilion aims to be the lightest, weighing about 450kg, with themes such as 
'Life' and a 'Planet', and replacing exhibits every two months, including cheese and wine 
 
34. 19.03.2024 Yahoo! News, from Kansai TV 
Expo pavilion presentation at the Swiss Consulate 
 
35. 19.03.2024 au Web Portal, from Mainichi Shimbun 
Groundbreaking ceremony for 'lightest' pavilion with reduced environmental impact, Expo 
site, Switzerland 
 
36. 19.03.2024 BIZALOT, from Mainichi Shimbun 
Groundbreaking ceremony for 'lightest' pavilion with reduced environmental impact, Expo 
site, Switzerland 
 
37. 19.03.2024 d Menu News, from Mainichi Shimbun 
Groundbreaking ceremony for 'lightest' pavilion with reduced environmental impact, Expo 
site, Switzerland 
 
38. 19.03.2024 Goo News, from Mainichi Shimbun 
Groundbreaking ceremony for 'lightest' pavilion with reduced environmental impact, Expo 
site, Switzerland 
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39. 19.03.2024 Infoseek News, from Mainichi Shimbun 
Groundbreaking ceremony for 'lightest' pavilion with reduced environmental impact, Expo 
site, Switzerland 
 
40. 19.03.2024 LINE News, from Mainichi Shimbun 
Groundbreaking ceremony for 'lightest' pavilion with reduced environmental impact, Expo 
site, Switzerland 
 
41. 19.03.2024 Livedoor News, from Mainichi Shimbun 
Groundbreaking ceremony for 'lightest' pavilion with reduced environmental impact, Expo 
site, Switzerland 
 
42. 19.03.2024 MSN News, from Mainichi Shimbun 
Groundbreaking ceremony for 'lightest' pavilion with reduced environmental impact, Expo 
site, Switzerland 
 
43. 19.03.2024 NewsPicks, from Mainichi Shimbun 
Groundbreaking ceremony for 'lightest' pavilion with reduced environmental impact, Expo 
site, Switzerland 
 
44. 19.03.2024 Yahoo! News, from Mainichi Shimbun 
Groundbreaking ceremony for 'lightest' pavilion with reduced environmental impact, Expo 
site, Switzerland 
 
45. 21.03.2024 Kentsu Shimbun 
Switzerland Announces details of pavilion content 
 
46. 24.03.2024 Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight 450 kg! 5 spheres, appealing to 
"the most innovative country in the world" 
https://jocr.jp/raditopi/2024/03/24/563171/ 
 
On March 19, the Swiss government held a presentation in Osaka City to announce the 
pavilions that will be exhibited at the EXPO 2025, Osaka, Kansai. This was the second 
presentation following the one held in Tokyo last year. 
The Swiss Pavilion will have three themes: Life, Planet and Augmented Human. 
 
The aim is then to create a pavilion with the smallest ecological footprint (Ecological footprint 
is a numerical value indicating how much burden humans place on the natural environment 
and their dependence on it) at the Expo 2025 site. 
 
The pavilion will be presented in a lush green landscape and will consist of five spheres made 
of a lightweight material with a thin film of synthetic resin. Weighing about 450 kilograms, it is 
only 1% of the weight of a conventional building. It will be the lightest of all the Expos at which 
Switzerland has exhibited a pavilion so far. 
 
The sphere and the materials for the exhibition space are all recyclable and can be reused as 
furniture materials after the Expo. The environmental impact is reduced and the materials can 
be transported by several cargo bikes, so that in some cases the sphere can be relocated in 
its entirety. The program and exhibitions during the Expo will be presented progressively every 
two months for each of the three main themes. 
 
[Augmented Human] Robotics, artificial intelligence, augmented and virtual reality Apr 13 - Jun 
4, 2025. 
 
[Life] Life sciences, education, health and nutrition, Jun 5 - Aug 12, 2025. 
 
[Planet]: Aug 13 – Oct 13, 2025, under the themes of environment, sustainability, climate and 

https://jocr.jp/raditopi/2024/03/24/563171/
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energy. 
 
One of the pavilion's design team emphasizes that "Switzerland is strongly associated with 
cheese, watches and beautiful spaces, but it is the most innovative country in the world". While 
'democracy' and 'humanitarianism' are traditionally rooted in the teachings of the historian 
Jacob Burckhardt, known for popularizing the term 'Renaissance', the Geneva Conventions 
and the Red Cross, the theme of 'Innovative Switzerland' will show how 'innovative strengths 
contribute to sustainability and people's prosperity'. The theme of the exhibition is "Innovative 
Switzerland". 
 
 The "magic of innovation" sphere will be the defining feature and concept of the Swiss 
Pavilion. 
 
Manuel Salchli, Swiss government representative, says: "Construction costs have increased, 
but the design and budget are proceeding according to plan without any changes". The 
construction of the building part is expected to be completed by October this year (2024) and 
the interior by the end of February next year. 
 
  The construction work has been awarded to the Swiss construction company NÜSSLI. 
NÜSSLI is also involved in the construction of pavilions for four other countries at the Expo 
2025: Austria, Kuwait and Uzbekistan, in addition to Switzerland. 
 
 This year (2024) marks the 160th anniversary of the Treaty of Amity and Commerce between 
Switzerland and Japan. Through its communication program "Vitality.Swiss" for its pavilion at 
the Expo 2025, Switzerland is calling for solutions for the future to challenges it shares with 
Japan, such as climate change, aging society, global health and digital transformation. 
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47. 24.03.2024 d Menus News, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://topics.smt.docomo.ne.jp/article/jocr/region/jocr-raditop-563171?fm=latestnews 
 
48. 24.03.2024 goo News, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://news.goo.ne.jp/article/jocr/region/jocr-raditop-563171.html 
 
49. 24.03.2024 livedoor News, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://news.livedoor.com/article/detail/26101323/ 
 
50. 24.03.2024 MELLOW, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://mellow.ismyprecious.jp/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
 
51. 24.03.2024 MSN News, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://www.msn.com/ja-jp/news/opinion/-/ar-BB1kq5Fw 
 
52. 24.03.2024 News is My Precious, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://news.ismyprecious.jp/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
 
53. 24.03.2024 TABINAVI, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://tabenavi.net/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
 
54. 24.03.2024 Workout & Rest, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://workout.ismyprecious.jp/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
 
55. 24.03.2024 Yahoo! News, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://news.yahoo.co.jp/articles/c4e51c0aa4c3fc1d97235f2e0d543cd31a487bd2 
 
56. 24.03.2024 Kagutsuchi, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://kimetsu.ismyprecious.jp/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
 
57. 24.03.2024 Tourism Media Service, from Radio Kansai  
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://tms-media.jp/posts/26355/ 
 
58. 24.03.2024 Nordot, from Radio Kansai  
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 

https://topics.smt.docomo.ne.jp/article/jocr/region/jocr-raditop-563171?fm=latestnews
https://news.goo.ne.jp/article/jocr/region/jocr-raditop-563171.html
https://news.livedoor.com/article/detail/26101323/
https://mellow.ismyprecious.jp/detail?id=1144421874343330101
https://www.msn.com/ja-jp/news/opinion/-/ar-BB1kq5Fw
https://news.ismyprecious.jp/detail?id=1144421874343330101
https://tabenavi.net/detail?id=1144421874343330101
https://workout.ismyprecious.jp/detail?id=1144421874343330101
https://news.yahoo.co.jp/articles/c4e51c0aa4c3fc1d97235f2e0d543cd31a487bd2
https://kimetsu.ismyprecious.jp/detail?id=1144421874343330101
https://tms-media.jp/posts/26355/
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59. 24.03.2024 Media Literacy, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://literacy.ismyprecious.jp/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
 
60. 24.03.2024 Watashino Bungaku kan, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
 
61. 24.03.2024 OKAYAMA CLIPS, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://okayama.ikuze.net/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
 
62. 24.03.2024 GUNMA CLIPS, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://gunma.ikuze.net/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
 
63. 24.03.2024 KANAGAWA CLIPS, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://gunma.ikuze.net/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
 
64. 24.03.2024 Jinsei Koro, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://jinsei.ismyprecious.jp/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
 
65. 24.03.2024 OITA CLIPS, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://oita.ikuze.net/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
 
66. 24.03.2024 Tenshukaku Shimbun, from Radio Kansai  
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://oshiro-tenshu.net/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
 
67. 24.03.2024 Shimane CLIPS, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://shimane.ikuze.net/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
 
70. 24.03.2024 Kazega yowaku fuiteiru, from Radio Kansai 
Swiss Pavilion at Expo 2025, Osaka, Kansai, lightest weight with 450 kg! 5 spheres, 
appealing to "the most innovative country in the world" 
https://ekiden-news.net/detail?id=1144421874343330101 
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